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e What is Christian Worship? e

Here we shall use Divine Service | in this book as an example, and analyze the
order of service in the following table:

Analysis of Divine Service I

The parts that are traditionally standard in the Communion service are called the
Ordinary. They are here printed in normal type or bold face. The bold faced items are
normally set to music for singing. The italicized parts are the Propers, which change from

service to service.
PART MEANING FUNCTION IN LITURGY
THE PREPARATION
Invocation Invoking God's name Calling upon the Lord for His presence
Confession and Absolution |Confessing sin and receiving Preparing to meet God face to face
forgiveness
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit or Entrance Psalm
Kyrie, eleison

Gloria in Excelsis'’
Collect

The Lessons*?

The Creed

Sermon

Offertory and Offering

The Prayer of the Church
THE SERVICE OF HOLY

COMMUNION

The Preface, or the
Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The Lord's Prayer
The Words of Institution

Sharing of the Peace

Agnus Del
Distribution
Post-Communion
Canticle"’
Benediction

Entering into the service order
“Lord, Have Mercy”, ancient way of
hailing the King

“Glory to God in the Highest”
Thoughts collected for prayer
Texts from the Holy Scriptures
Statement of faith

Message from God’'s Word

Hymn of dedication and Gathering
of gifts to God

Prayers of God's people

Giving thanks before the Lord's
Supper

"Holy, Holy, Holy", Isaiah’s vision

(Is. 6:3)

Children of God praying to the Father
God's Word that makes the elements
a sacrament

Bond of peace among members of
Christ’s body

"Lamb of God" (John 1:29)

The giving of Christ's body and blood
Prayers after the Lord’s Supper

Blessing and commissioning

Introducing the theme of the Day
Welcoming the Lord and seeking His
mercy

Praising God for His acts of salvation
Prayer of the Day

Hearing God's Word

Confessing God before all people
Application of Law and Gospel
Offering all that we are and have

Bringing concerns to God

Preparing for Holy Communion
Praising the Triune God

Praying as Jesus taught
Consecrating bread and wine for
Christ's presence

Communion of saints in the
sacrament

Remembering Christ’s sacrifice
Christ offering Himself to us
Responding after the Lord's Supper

The Triune God blesses and
sends us for the world

Notes: *1 Inrecent years, the verse “This Is the Feast of Victory” has usually been used after Easter.

*2 Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel are usually interspersed with gradual psalms.
*3 Simeon's prayer or a verse of thanksgiving was added in recent centuries. Thanksgiving verse,
however, are not sung during Lent.
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